
Grenadier Guards,  
Enlisted Men. 

D.C.M. - Medal Awards: 
1st World War – Private’s 

 
 

Royal Victorian Medal – R.V.M. 
 
 
The Royal Victorian Medal is a British Commonwealth medal instituted by Queen Victoria in April 
1896. It is a reward for personal service to the Sovereign or the Royal Family, awarded as a mark of 
royal esteem. The Medal is conferred upon civilians and non-commissioned military personnel. 
Although the Medal is related to the Royal Victorian Order, it differs in appearance and in the way it is 
worn. Like the Royal Victorian Order, this medal is the personal gift of the sovereign. 
 
The Medal has three different categories: Bronze, Silver and Silver Gilt (gold). Bars may be awarded to 
each class of Medal for further services. Recipients may continue to wear their original medal if they are 
awarded a higher level for further service. In most cases recipients are given the silver medal. The medal 
may also be worn in addition to the badge of the Royal Victorian Order if this is later given to them. 
 
On the reverse side of the medal the effigy of the reigning Sovereign appears together with an 
inscription of the current legend. On the reverse is the Royal Cipher upon an ornamental shield within a 
laurel wreath. The medal is given to Commonwealth citizens during royal visits and holds a place on the 
Order of Precedence in many Commonwealth countries. Recipients are entitled to use the post-nominal 
letters RVM. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Private: O.E. Slater, R.V.M., 13466. 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. Died 30th October 1914, Aged 25. Son of William Slater, of 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire. Husband of Caroline Edith Slater, of Haywards Heath, Sussex. Listed on Panel 9 and 11, Ypres (Menin 
Gate) Memorial, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium  

Private: Charles Frederick Smith, R.V.M., 12165. 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. Died 29th October 1914, Aged 27. Son of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. F. Smith, of Friston, Saxmundham, Suffolk. Previously served 8 years and 1 year on Reserve List. Listed on Panel 9 and 
11, Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 
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